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PAGE 01 GUATEM 06209 071634Z 
64 

ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

047288 

R 071545Z NOV 75 
FM AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8878 
INFO AMCONSUL BELIZE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

SECRET GUATEMALA 6209 

EXDIS 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, PFOR, GT, BH, UK, USUN 
SUB J : BELIZE: BRITISH REINFORCEMENTS 

1. IN CONVERSATION WITH PRESIDENT LAUGERUD NOV 6 AMBASSADOR 
TOOK THE OCCASION TO REPEAT TO THE PRESIDENT THE POINTS HE HAD MADE 
UNDER INSTRUCTION (STATE 261984) TO THE FOREIGN MINISTER NOV 5. 
AMBASSADOR SAID THE BRITISH HAVE GIVEN US EVERY ASSURANCE THEIR 
RECENT REINFORCEMENTS IN BELIZE ARE INTENDED SOLELY FOR DEFENSIVE 
PURPOSES. WE ARE CONVINCED THIS IS SO. THE BRITISH HAVE ALSO ASKED 

US TO EXPRESS THE HOPE THEIR REINFORCEMENTS WILL NOT CAUSE GUATEMALA 
TO MOVE IN A WAY WHICH MIGHT BE MISCONSTRUED AS PREPARATION FOR AN 
ATTACK. 

2. THE PRESIDENT SAID HE REALIZES THE BRITISH PURPOSE IS DEFENSIVE. 

HE DEPLORED THE FACT THAT THE BRITISH HAD FELT IT NECESSARY TO 
REINFORCE AND TO REINFORCE IN SUCH STRENGTH. HE THOUGHTIT A 
MISTAKE FOR THE UK TO HAVE SENT SUCH SOPHISTICATED WEAPONRY 
SUCH AS THE VTOL HARRIER AIRCRAFT BOTH FROM POINT OF VIEW 
OF GUATEMALA'S AIR STRENGTH BY COMPARISON AND THE PSYCHOLOGICAL 
REACTION LIKELY TO BE CAUSED AMONG THE GUATEMALAN PUBLIC. 
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